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GUILDFORD HOTEL 
Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I think it would be remiss of me if I did not use this 
opportunity tonight to raise for the last time an issue that has been raised with me a number of times, or 
continually, really, since I first came into the Parliament three years ago, and that is with regard to the Guildford 
Hotel. As members know, the state and federal heritage-listed Guildford Hotel was severely damaged by fire on 
the night of 31 August 2008.  

Immediately there were calls by the public and promises by the owners to restore that hotel. In fact, Mr Domenic 
Martino, one of the owners, was quoted the day after the fire as saying, “We are going to put everything we have 
into getting this back together”, and, later, “It is a treasure of Guildford, we have to rebuild it.” He also said, “We 
can’t afford to lose this building, it’s part of WA’s history, an iconic building here in Guildford. Our first aim is 
to make sure it’s structurally sound so that we put it back together again.” 

However, despite the hopes of the residents, and the promises, it is now more than four and a half years later and 
the facade of the hotel is unchanged. There is no roof or covering. The scaffolding that was erected to stop bricks 
from falling on passers-by is still there. The banners asking for the preservation of the hotel and the rebuilding 
are still there. The years of rain have eroded the plaster and brickwork; there is water in the basement; and 
vandals have ripped out floorboards and walls. How do I know that and how do the residents know that? That is 
because last year, an intrepid but unknown photographer went inside the Guildford Hotel and took photos that 
were then published in the Echo newspaper. Those photos showed the wreckage of the floorboards and the 
pressed tin that had been torn down, and a range of other damage, which is not unexpected after a building has 
been subject to the elements for over four years. Anyone who has left anything outside in the weather for years 
would expect that sort of damage.  

So where are we now? We know that the owners have received an insurance payout, because on 19 October 
2010, the then Minister for Heritage stated in the Assembly that the owners had settled the insurance claim in 
late 2009. In August 2011, the hotel owners submitted a formal application to the City of Swan for 
redevelopment of the hotel and the adjacent land. On 30 November 2011, the City of Swan accepted the 
application and granted parking concessions worth around $2.98 million, based on a value of $20 000 per 
parking bay. That was allowing for the fact that the owners should have provided 149 more parking spots. 

The main people who are affected by this concession are Guildford residents, who already find their residential 
streets and driveways filled with visitors’ cars on the weekends. Most Guildford residents who have talked to me 
about this recognise the problems that these concessions will cause but are willing to accept them provided that 
the Guildford Hotel is restored. As members, particularly those in the East Metropolitan Region, will know, 
there has been an appeal that went to mediation, and an agreement was reached in June 2012. So where are we 
today? As I come to the end of my term, we have not seen any further action on this matter. Although the owners 
have advertised for expressions of interest, which closed on 29 March this year, for new retail shops, some 
constituents are reporting to me that they believe the owners now think that the restoration will go ahead only if 
it is economically viable, and the residents are beginning to believe that that will never occur and that the hotel 
will not be restored. Although we are approaching the five-year anniversary of the fire, there is still the ruined 
facade, no coverage and a vandalised and very badly damaged interior. We are coming into yet another winter.  

Obviously what is needed, and was foreshadowed in the last parliamentary term, is reform of the Heritage of 
Western Australia Act. In my opinion that act needs amendment to ensure that adequate insurance of heritage-
listed buildings is compulsory, so that that cannot be used as a reason to not restore the building. It should also 
be amended to compel speedy and effective protection of heritage buildings pending restoration and compel 
restoration of damaged heritage buildings. We need a heritage act that allows the Heritage Council to, either at 
the direction of the Minister for Heritage or of its own initiative, enter, inspect, assess and act to preserve and 
protect a damaged building pending restoration, with the costs of such action being repayable by building 
owners. That right to act should be available to the minister and/or the Heritage Council as soon as a heritage-
listed building, such as the Guildford Hotel, is damaged.  

Guildford residents have listened for over four years to promises and some excuses. They have put up banners, 
written to newspapers and lobbied members of Parliament. As recently as in the past two weeks, they have been 
in my office. They have been to rallies, rung radio stations and appeared on TV programs. I hope that their 
persistence and hopes are rewarded this year with the beginning of the restoration of the Guildford Hotel. 
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